
GRANDE RIVIERE 

THEN 

& 

NOW



GRANDE RIVIERE NATURE GUIDE 

ASSOCIATION

Grande Riviere Nature Association is a 

community based, volunteered driven organization 

established in 1999.  



Some of our members





















G.R.N.T.G.A. was established in 1999.

Its goal was to protect the environment in conjunction with 

G.R.E.A.T.

Disagreement regarding management styles, divided the groups.

Renewed emphasis was placed on customer satisfaction along with 

conservation efforts. 



“The so-called guides were 

not happy and decided that 

we were not to view the 

turtles.” 

… the man who appeared to 

be the head of the gang 

began ,,, to hammer away at 

the turtle’s fin with a big 

stick. He… began to fill up 

the hole the turtle was 

digging.

“… a large gang of men 

appeared with big sticks and 

attempted to hit us and 

chase us like animals off the 

beach.”

“The necessary permission from 

the Ministry of Agriculture, 

authenticated by a pass after 

paying the stipulated fee, was in 

our possession.”

“We were greeted by some 

unkempt and dirty men … who 

demanded a fee of $5 per 

adult…” 



Public confidence in the conservation initiatives in Grande Riviere is restored 

and visitors return in large numbers.

2003 - 2007 Management of conservation conducted from TDO Visitor 

Center. All payments for tour services made there.

2003 Wildlife Section mandated G.R.N.T.G.A. manage the prohibited marine

turtle nesting site at Grande Rivierie.



Tours

TT



Shore thing: The leatherback turtle emerges from the water at Grande Riviere

before laying her eggs.



“Trinidad is so magical. It has an 

incredibly well-managed programme

which is one reason why the turtles are 

thriving.”

“This is an amazing year. The 

biggest nesting season on record… we 

are thrilled to see so many on the 

beaches.”

“This has been a genuine community-based 

conservation project. The patrols and guides are local 

people who are trained and accredited and the way the 

community has bought into the project has made it such a 

success.”



Bird Watching

Waterfall Tours

Gorge Tours

Interpretive Forest Hikes

Historical Tours

Matura National Park Tours

Turtle Tours 

Inside the Gorge 



Only through the children 

can we save the turtles.

The children will listen.

The children will learn.



What we do:
 Marine turtle conservation on Grande 

Riviere beach (a prohibited site )
• Patrolling the beach March 1st through August  31st to provide a 

safe environment for nesting turtles.

• Collect nesting data

• Conduct interpretive tours

• Participate in research projects.



Some of the successes of the 
association.

Transforming village attitude from exploitation 

and consumption to conservation of  sea 

turtles.

G.R.N.T.G.A. manages nesting site on behalf  

of  the state.

Creating a sustainable community through our 

conservation projects.

Participated in the lobby to change legislation 

to band sea turtle harvesting.

Creation of  T.V.T.



A unique conservation 
outreach programme. 

(Tank Husbandry project
& hatchery)



Release of Juvenile turtles



Release of Geo-tagged turtles.



Children at center stage.



Managing the highest density 
nesting site in the world.



Training & Community 
Outreach



Environmental Management



Creating Sustainable Livelihood



The big unresolved problem 
today- By Catch. 




